In Every Generation:
A Dorshei Tzedek Haggadah Insert
on Farmworkers’ Rights

“In every generation, a person isobligated to regard him or herself asif they personally left Egypt."
—Pesachim 116b

“If a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger who sojourns
with you shall be to you asthe home-born among you, and you shall love him asyourself; for you
were sojournersin the land of Mitzrayim.” - Leviticus 19:33-34

One of the key moral lessonsof Passover and the Exodusisthat our historical experience asslavesin
Egypt requiresusto work for the freedom of others.

In the Passover Seder, we use the different foodson the sederplate asa meansto explore the
meaning of freedom. We refrain from certain foodsforthe entire holiday in orderto deepen our
appreciation of our freedom.

Yet, even in our generation, food itself deprivessome people of theirfreedom. We take for granted
the people who harvest and produce ourfood, because they are largely invisible to us.

Some factsabout Farmworkersin the U.S.
Hundredsof thousandsof largely immigrant
farmworkersin the U.S laborin grueling
conditions, for very little pay.
They are forced to work very long hours, in
the hot sun, with no benefits, and are
frequently exposed to pesticides.
Unlike almost all other workers, farmworkers
do not have the legalright to overtime pay or
to form a union.
Horida tomato pickersearn on average 45
centsper 32-Ib. bucket of tomatoes, a rate
that hasnot risen significantly since 1978.
A tomato pickerhasto pick over2 % tonsoftomatoesin a 10 hourworkday justto earn
minimum wage, twice asmuch perhourasthey had to pickto earn minimum wage in 1980. Thisis
reminiscent of Pharoah no longer giving the Israelitesstraw for the bricksthey were required to
make, but requiring them to gather straw themselvesand make the same amount of bricks.
(Exodus 5:5-8)
In the most extreme conditions, farmworkersare held against their willand forced to work for little
orno pay, facing conditionsthat meet the legal definition of davery.



Recently, Congregation Dorshei Tzedek joined the New England
Delegation for Farmworker Justice, a campaign to stand in
solidarity with farmworkersin the tomato fieldsin Horida. The
Delegation isworking with the Coalition of Inmokalee Workers
(CIW —www.ciw-online.org) to pressure Sop & Shop and other
supermarket chainsto agree to buy tomatoesfrom growerswho
adhere to betterworking conditionsand to pay a penny more per
pound fortomatoesthat willgo directly to the farmworkers.

What difference can a penny make?

An extra penny perpound willdouble the amount that a farmworker earnsforeach pound of
tomatoesthey pick. The CIW hasalready succeeded in getting many fast food chainsto make
these changes, including Taco Bell, McDonalds, Subway and Burger King. They are now focusing on
grocery stores.

“Thisisthe bread of affliction our ancestors ate in the land of
Egypt. Let all who are hungry come and eat.”

We read thispassage in our sedertonight. Thisisan opportunity
forusto reflect on the impact that ourfood choiceshave on
the people who help bring that food to us.

We encourage you to send a message to Sop & Shop, asking
them to meet with the CIW, and to join the othercompanies
that have agreed to help ensure basic fairnessand rightsto
tomato pickersin Horida. To email Sop & Shop, vist this
website: unionvoice.org/campaign/FarmworkerJustice

Asyou read about the Four Children tonight, consderthese additional four “children” and how you
would respond to them:
- The “Wise” Child asks“How do we help people see and care about those who grow and harvest
ourfood?”
The “Wicked” Child says“There’sno way your individual choicesand actionscan make a
difference. Nothing willever change.”
The “Smple” Child says“Who are the people who pick these tomatoes? What do | have in
common with them?”
The Child who DoesNot Know How to Ask hasneverthought about where tomatoescome from
orhow they are grown.

“It goeson one at a time, it startswhen you care to act, it sartswhen you do it again afterthey said
no, it startswhen you say We and know who you mean, and each day you mean one more.”
—Marge Piercy, from The Low Road

To get involved in Dorshei Tzedek’seffortsto support farmworkers rights, email tikkunolam @dorsheitzedek.org.
Facts& figuresfrom Coalition of Inmokalee Workers, www.ciw-online.org




