
In Every Generation:  
A Dorshei Tzedek Haggadah Insert  

on Farmworkers’ Rights 
 
 

“ In every generation, a  person is obligated to regard him or herself as if they personally left Egypt." 
 – Pesac him 116b  

 
“ If a  stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger who sojourns 
with you shall be to you as the home-born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you 
were sojourners in the land of Mitzrayim.”    - Levitic us 19:33-34 
 
One of the key mora l lessons of Passover and the Exodus is tha t our historic a l experienc e as slaves in 
Egyp t requires us to work for the freedom of others.  
 
In the Passover Seder, we use the d ifferent foods on the seder p la te as a  means to exp lore the 
meaning  of freedom. We refra in from c erta in foods for the entire holiday in order to deepen our 
apprec ia tion of our freedom. 
 
Yet, even in our genera tion, food  itself deprives some peop le of their freedom.  We take for g ranted  
the peop le who ha rvest and  p roduc e our food , bec ause they a re la rgely invisib le to us.   
 

Some fac ts about Farmworkers in the U.S.  
·  Hundreds of thousands of la rgely immigrant 

fa rmworkers in the U.S. labor in grueling  
c ond itions, for very little pay.   

·  They a re forc ed  to work very long hours, in 
the hot sun, with no benefits, and  a re 
frequently exposed  to pestic ides.  

·  Unlike a lmost a ll other workers, fa rmworkers 
do not have the lega l right to overtime pay or 
to form a  union.   

·  Florida  tomato p ic kers ea rn on average 45 
c ents per 32-lb . buc ket of tomatoes, a  ra te 
tha t has not risen signific antly sinc e 1978.  

·   A tomato p ic ker has to p ic k over 2 ½  tons of tomatoes in a  10 hour workday  just to ea rn 
minimum wage, twic e as muc h per hour as they had  to p ic k to ea rn minimum wage in 1980. This is 
reminisc ent of Pharoah no longer g iving  the Israelites straw for the bric ks they were required  to 
make, but requiring  them to ga ther straw themselves and  make the same amount of b ric ks. 
(Exodus 5:5-8) 

·  In the most extreme c ond itions, fa rmworkers a re held  aga inst their will and  forc ed  to work for little 
or no pay, fac ing  c ond itions tha t meet the lega l definition of slavery.  

 
 



 

Rec ently, Congrega tion Dorshei Tzedek joined  the New Eng land  
Delega tion for Farmworker Justic e, a  c ampaign to stand  in 
solidarity with fa rmworkers in the tomato fields in Florida . The 
Delega tion is working  with the Coa lition of Immoka lee Workers 
(CIW – www.c iw-online.org) to p ressure Stop  & Shop  and  other 
supermarket c ha ins to agree to buy tomatoes from growers who 
adhere to better working  c ond itions and  to pay a  penny more per 
pound  for tomatoes tha t will go d irec tly to the fa rmworkers.  
 

What d ifferenc e c an a  penny make?  
An extra  penny per pound  will double the amount tha t a  fa rmworker ea rns for eac h pound of 
tomatoes they p ic k.  The CIW has a lready suc c eeded  in getting  many fast food  c ha ins to make 
these c hanges, inc lud ing  Tac o Bell, Mc Dona lds, Subway and  Burger King . They a re now foc using  on 
groc ery stores.  
 

“ This is the bread of afflic tion our anc estors ate in the land of 
Egypt. Let a ll who are hungry c ome and eat.”  
 
We read  this passage in our seder tonight. This is an opportunity 
for us to reflec t on the impac t tha t our food  c hoic es have on 
the peop le who help  bring  tha t food  to us.  
 
We enc ourage you to send  a  message to Stop  & Shop , asking  
them to meet with the CIW, and  to jo in the other c ompanies 
tha t have agreed  to help  ensure basic  fa irness and  rights to 
tomato p ic kers in Florida .  To ema il Stop  & Shop , visit this 
website: unionvoic e.org/ c ampaign/ FarmworkerJustic e 
 
As you read  about the Four Child ren tonight, c onsider these add itiona l four “ c hild ren”  and how you 
would  respond  to them: 
·  The “ Wise”  Child  asks “ How do we help  peop le see and  c are about those who grow and  ha rvest 

our food?”  
·  The “ Wic ked”  Child  says “ There’s no way your ind ividua l c hoic es and  ac tions c an make a  

d ifferenc e. Nothing  will ever c hange.”  
·  The “ Simp le”  Child  says “ Who a re the peop le who p ic k these tomatoes? Wha t do I have in 

c ommon with them?”  
·  The Child  who Does Not Know How to Ask has never thought about where tomatoes c ome from 

or how they a re grown.  
 
“ It goes on one a t a  time, it sta rts when you c a re to ac t, it sta rts when you do it aga in a fter they sa id  
no, it sta rts when you say We and  know who you mean, and  eac h day you mean one more.”   

– Marge Pierc y, from The Low Road  

To get involved  in Dorshei Tzedek’s efforts to support fa rmworkers’  rights, email tikkunolam@dorsheitzedek.org . 
Fac ts & figures from Coa lition of Immoka lee Workers, www.c iw-online.org  


